RFP: THE UPPER RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER FRONT CIVIL WAR 

MAPPING PROJECT ( NPS ABPP Grant # 2255-11-004)
Citizens For Fauquier County seeks a team of qualified Civil War historians and preservation consultants to prepare a comprehensive mapping analysis of Cedar Mountain, Rappahannock Station I, Kelly’s Ford, Brandy Station, Auburn I, Auburn II, Buckland Mills, Rappahannock Station II, and Morton’s Ford Civil War Battlefields in context of the larger Civil War landscape formed by the compound layers of troop movement in the Upper Rappahannock River region between March, 1862 and May, 1864. This project will be in collaboration with the American Battlefield Protection Program division of the National Park Service, Citizens for Fauquier County, and other local public and private groups with an interest in the preservation, management and interpretation of the region’s Civil War resources.

The nine Civil War Battlefields number among the top 3% most significant in the war. The Battlefields have additional importance as keystone elements within a larger Civil War landscape formed by over two years of troop movement and encampments in the Upper Rappahannock River region. Mapping these battlefields in this broader regional context will achieve the following goals:

· Refine, confirm, and map nine battlefield boundaries and actions; 

· Map and document smaller battlefields such as “Barbee’s Crossroads,” (November 5, 1862), and others that occurred within the project area; and 

· Unveil and document the region’s unique Civil War history associated with the strategically important Upper Rappahannock River. 

This history has been recently summarized in Clark “Bud” Hall’s Rappahannock River Front.  (See http://www.lardnerklein.com/Rappahannock_Front_hall.pdf.) Hall’s summary forms the framework for this mapping project that will result in publicly accessible time-sequenced digital maps showing troop numbers, locations and travel routes. The consultant will also complete an evaluation of areas that represent the region’s newly documented unique Civil War history. The consultant will produce GIS (Arc-View) maps, confirm existing battlefield boundaries utilizing KOCOA and NPS methodologies, and adhere to NPS property owner and resource confidentiality standards. All of the materials will be owned by ABPP and CFFC. 
The project will begin in December, 2011 and be completed in November, 2012, with a project schedule and design that solicits public interest and participation in the project.  Responses including more than one key Civil War historian and creative partnerships among consulting firms and educational institutions are encouraged. Responses must include three samples of similar work. 
